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Not even Michael Jackson tickets sold out as
fast as these car parks/people capacity have
done these last couple of weekends.

General Business
Making a booking and paying subs
Just a reminder, when making a payment for the hut
booking please state “booking” along with your
name.
When paying subs please state “subs”
Most members have been doing this so thank you!

Introduction
Hi everyone;
Welcome to August 2020 newsletter. I hope you
all managed to get to the snow this season and
managed to have a go at tackling the RAL
booking system without getting too frustrated…
Lol! Who am I kidding! It’s frustrating right!

You are not alone!

Covid level 2 aside, in my opinion the system is
borderline dysfunctional particularly for those who
have season passes and for those who have to
book accommodation and leave months in
advance. Never the less, the lack of communication
between RAL, DOC, RMCA and then that info being
passed on to clubs does not help. It was hard to
keep up with the changes at times but we got there
in the end.
I have posted the map and details again down the
bottom of the newsletter.

Closing Down the Hut
Last weekend a gust of wind must have flung the
double doors on the deck open after everyone had
left. Luckily a Waikato member spotted it and called
Bill.
Please make sure all doors and windows are securely
closed before you leave if you are the last one out!
It is a long trip back to the hut for someone if doors
and windows are found to be open.

NZTA Journeys

Winter Driving

If you are booking a night at the Hut, be sure to
check the roads before you leave!!
NZTA website will have the latest up to date
information regarding road closures.
Remember if poor weather is forecast DOC
contractors may close the road at 6pm.

Practice, practice, practice! In your drive way,
Ladies you too! If you want a more authentic
experience when you practice, Put on some gloves,
wait till it’s dark, and wet, and cold and then have a
go.
Trust me you will have this down in no time!! You
will be full of confidence, and you won’t be “That
Guy” slipping around much to the amusement of
passers buy.

I don’t know about you but I am the top one secretly
wishing I was the other!
In any case the best way to get over fear of driving in the
snow is to learn to put chains on. 4WD or not. (I have
seen a 4WD slide a 180 going up the Bruce before)
If you are a weather geek check out the following:
www.metservice.com
www.mountain-forcast.com
www.snow-forcast.com
www.snow.nz

The right size chains matters!!
You can get the correct size for your car from Supercheap
Autos or Repco.

How you drive matters too. No doubt we are all
used to passenger advice. But the best advice on
how to drive in the snow that I have come across is
from A weather man reading off his tele prompter
the following:
“If you rarely drive on snow, just pretend you’re
taking your grandma to church.
There is a platter of biscuits and 2 gallons of sweet

tea in glass jars in the back seat.
She is wearing a new dress and holding a crock
pot full of gravey.”

In any case if you do end up stuck and need a
hand call the Hut.
There will usually be someone there that can
give you a hand.
Oh and I should mention Insurance. Yep get
that, because heaven forbid should you take
out a Tesla while trying to park!

HUT NUMBER
07 8923702

Life Member

Shirley Rees

Jim Dippie (Patron), Shirley Rees, Lois Ranson (Life Member)
At the recent AGM long serving member Shirley Rees was nominated by Lois Ranson to become a Life
Member and it was passed unanimously.
Shirley became a Club member back in the mid/late 1950’s so needless to say she has done many a trip
up and down the hill over the decades. She held multiple rolls on the committee over many years and to
this day Shirley was the first and only female to hold the President role of our club.
I would like to thank and congratulate Shirley on behalf of the committee, past and present members for
all that she has done for the club over her decades as a member.

Parking Map 2020

The red numbers indicate the amount of parks avaliable in the areas to be used for overnight parking.
Arriving between 7am and 4pm – book a park (if staying overnight in the overnight park and arriving between these times you only need to book a park for the day you arrive
only)
Arriving after 4pm and staying the night – no need to book a park.
Must park in the overnight parks if staying the night.

Whakapapa Mountain Club Committee 2020

Nightly Rates for 2019

Night Rates for Members
$25 Adult (18 and over)
$20 Youth (13 - 17)
$15 Child

P.O. Box 128 Whakatane 3120,
Email: whakapapamountainclub@gmail.com Website: whakapapamountainclub.nz
POSITION
President

MEMBER
Mark Nicholson

Vice President

Gene Tomlinson

Secretary

Matt Gallagher

Treasurer / Newsletter

Tanya Hauser

PHONE
07-3222265 or 027-4268829
07-3071231 or 021-451142
07-312-5561 or 021838-280
207-944-4250

EMAIL
nicholsonsteens@xtra.co.nz
gtomlinson@gowing.co.nz
matt.gallagher@assurequality.com
tanyahauser@yahoo.co.nz

Committee

Night Rates for Guests
$50 Adult (18 and over)
$40 Youth (13 - 17)
$30 Child

Membership – new members
Health & Safety

Laurie McAllum
Angus Ferguson

021-060-7675

laurie.lolly@googlemail.com

Hut Maintenance

Angus Ferguson

027-224-1771

angus.ferguson@chh.com

Kim Needham
Bill Dippie

027-338-7272
07-3089349 or 027-2633322

bill@gofast.co.nz

Cups & Trophies
Club Captain/ publicity / Current
members

Committee Support
Craig Rowe
Louise Paulson
Hut Bookings
Stores
Ski Racks or Lockers
Website

Julie Dippie
Rick Donaldson

07-308-9349 or 027383-6636
021-227-5969

jnbdippie@gmail.com

Julie Dippie
Steve Ramsey

Contact details?!

